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NOTES AND NEWS 



Subject of Discussion for the Next Meeting of the American Philo- 
sophical Association 

The Executive Committee of the American Philosophical Association, 
in order to carry out the instructions of the Association with reference to 
the discussion at the next meeting, convened on December 28, and has 
since been in correspondence concerning the matters referred to it for 
arrangement. 

The Committee early reached the decision that, in order to facilitate 
the selection of a subject for discussion, it should make itself the Com- 
mittee on Discussion. Accordingly, in that capacity, it has selected the 
problem of Values for discussion at the thirteenth annual meeting of the 
Association. The Committee, after considerable discussion, has decided 
to state this problem in only the most general form and in such a way as 
will allow all parties to present their more specific points of view and to 
participate in the discussion. To this end the Committee presents : 

The Problem of the Relation of Existence and Value, including their 
relation both as facts and as concepts, and also the Relation of a Theory 
of Existence to a Theory of Value. 

The Committee realizes that even this brief formulation may be open 
to criticism, but submits it with the request that it be accepted only as a 
point of departure for the discussion of the various minor problems and 
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points of view that are involved in the general problem. With the con- 
sent of the editors of the Philosophical Review and of the Journal of 
Philosophy, the Committee now requests that either brief analyses, form- 
ulations, and discussions of the problem, or longer papers, be submitted 
for publication. Four members of the Committee have agreed on the ap- 
pended formulation of the problem as involving the main points to be 
discussed and as connecting the next discussion with the principal points 
raised in the recent one at Columbia University. However, this formula- 
tion is published not even as a majority report, but only as one analysis 
out of the many which the Committee hopes will be submitted either to 
Professor Woodbridge or to Professor Creighton. The Committee now 
urgently requests a number of analyses of, and papers on, the problem se- 
lected, in order that later on the Committee may use this material as a 
basis for a final formulation, if this step be deemed wise. 

The Committee wishes to announce that the invitations of Yale Uni- 
versity and of the American Psychological Association have been ac- 
cepted for the next meeting, which will consequently be held at New 
Haven on dates subsequently to be decided, though probably on December 
29, 30, and 31, 1913. A joint session will be held with the Psychological 
Association for the purpose of discussing some topic of mutual interest. 

E. G. Spaulding, 

Secretary. 
Princeton University. 

The Problem of Values 

1. Is Value (1) something which is ultimate and which attaches itself 
to " things " independently of consciousness, or of an organic being with 
desires and aversions, or (2) is it a characteristic which a thing gets by 
its relation to the consciousness of an organic being, or to an organic 
being with desires and aversions? 

2. In either case, as concerns philosophical technique, may, or may 
not, a theory of the nature of things be successfully developed without 
reference to a theory of values, and vice versa? 

3. In both cases (under 1) what theory of relations holds for the rela- 
tion (a) between values and other " things," (b) between a theory of 
values and a theory of the nature of other things, and how can it be shown 
that the specific theory of relations alleged to hold really does hold? 

4. Could every position taken in 3 itself be taken only in dependence 
upon a prior theory of values, or upon values themselves? 

5. Is there one fundamental standard of values, or are there more than 
one? How is the position taken here related to the positions taken with 
reference to Questions 1-4? 

E. B. McGilvary, 
W. B. Pitkin, 

H. A. OvERSTREET, 

E. G. Spaulding. 



